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Fairfax City has moved to the top of the Metropolitan

Washington tax heap—for
home, a wife, two children

But Montgomery County is'
stll stiffest 1n taxes for home-
owners with just as many de-
pendents but smaller pay-
checks.

The shifting fortunes of
Washington arca taxpayers are
charted 1n an annual digest
prepared by the District's De-
partment of General Admin-
istration.

All the tax comparisons are
based on home-owmng, car-
driving families of four

For those who earn $15,000
a year, it’s cheapest to live in
the District, just as it was last

 year.

. But Alexandria took over as
| the least expensive place for
‘taxpaying famihes with in
comes from $5000 to $10,000 a

year.

" Fairfax Loses Out

Last year, Fairfax County
was easiest on the $5000-a-year
bracket while Falls Church:
had that distinction for those
earning $7500 or $10,000.

But no matter where you\
live, you'll find taxes catching'
you one way or another. It's!
just the method that varies.

In Northern Virginia, for
example, it costs $4 in taxes
to roll out the barrel (of beer).
It was only $3 10 back in 1958

The same barrel in Mary-
land costs only 93 cents in

$15,000-a-year men with a
and a gar.

estate tax, with an actual rate
of $1.1012.

The District’s income tax is
the hghtest in the area, but
the Capital 1s the only place
that taxes the food you buy 1n
the supermarket.

Virginia has no sales tax, but
the Old Domunion’s suburbs
are the only arcas where prop-
erty taxes are levied on cars
and household furnishings. In
the Distriet and Maryland, only
businessmen have to pay a per-
sonal property tax,

A comparison of major tax-
es by area shows that Fairfax
City actually sat still to earn
first place in taxes on the $15,-
,000-a-year families.

Same as Last Year

It costs them $1014 in taxes,
the same as last year, to live
there. Montgomery County
dropped from first to fourth
place in this category by low-
ering the bite there from $1045
to $973.

The lowest tax bill for the
$15,000-a-ycar group, $841 in
" the District, compares with a
! $922 last year.

For $5000-a-vear families,
this year's low of $245 in Alea-
andria beat last year's low
point of $277 in Fairfax Coun-

ty. The high this time, $328
n Montgomery, compares with
a top bill of $346 1n Montzom-
ery last year.

Those earning $10,000 a year
Alexandria will pay the
est bill this year, $532, mn-
stead of the $567 low regis-
tered last years in Falls
Church. At the top of the List,
Montgomery homeowners with
a $10,000 income will pay $633
Montgomery County tops the this year, compared with the
real estate tax list with an ac- $661 they paid last year.
tual average rate of $1.61 for For the $7500-a-year group,
every $100 of market value this year's low of $339 in Alex-
(rather than assessed valua- andria compres with last
tion). Prince Georges comes years’ low of $372 in Falls
next with an actual average of Church. The high this year is
$1.39 per $100. $448 1n Montgomery; last year

At the other end of the scale, the high was $468 in Mont-
Alexandria has the lowest real gomery.

taxes. But if you want
smoke you'll be puffing away
three-tenths of a cent in state
cigarette taxes every time you
light up. . lin

Income taxes are highest in {j
Virginia, but suburban Mary-
land levies the heaviest real
estate taxes,

Montgomery Ahead

How Tax Rates Compare

The following tables compare tax burdens for residents of
the various locelities in the Washington Metropolitan Area. All

comparisons are based on ¢ fam:ly of four owning ¢ home and
a car.

Tax burden for family with $5000 income, home valued at
$13,500 and $700 worth of personal property.
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Tax burden for family with $7500 income, home valued at
$15,000 and $1000 worth of personal property.
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Tax burden for family with $10,000 income, home valued at
$20,000 and $1600 worth of personal property.
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Tax burden for family with $15,000 income, home valued at
$30,000 and $2500 worth of personal property.
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